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Dreamers may dream dreams of an India serving as the
workshop of Asia and the Far East; the practical man
looks to a domestic market as the sure foundation for his
industry, with export consumption as an added bonus. That
domestic market cannot develop unless the villagers have
a standard of living which will make them customers for
many things they now neither need nor want. Raw materials
must be taken to the new factories and finished goods
distributed from them. In each case the answer is better
transport; better transport to encourage the villages to
send their produce to market and increase their production
of cash crops ; better transport to bring the potential
customers into touch with the goods they will buy ; better
transport for supply and distribution all round.
India's railway network is not superlative. Far too many
hundreds of miles on main routes are single-line. But on
the whole, the network covers all main focal points and is
capable of expansion to meet the needs of the country for
a long time ahead. Where the shortage is acute is hi high-
ways. There are not enough first-class roads to act as feeders
to the railways, or as traffic arteries in their own right.
Perhaps the soundest starting-point for the intended
industrialisation of India would be to plan for the laying
down of thousands of miles of trunk roads. To make the
great, new highways all concrete would be expensive, but
there is no sensible alternative. India has no asphalt; so
the choice would lie between metalled roads, asphalt roads
built with imported material, or concrete roads using the
product of an industry already established and thriving.
Asphalt roads rule themselves out automatically ; and for
modern traffic, metalled roads are not good enough in any
climate. In India, the combination of monsoons and heavy
trucks plays havoc with road surfaces. So concrete highways
are a necessity.
The idea of promoting the introduction of the new
industrial age by building roads is not one that will commend